" On St Patrick's Day in 1863, Corporal Samue!l Siorrow,

} “orty-fourth Massachusetis Infantry Rt,g,imum wro‘e hame e
N from his camp.in Wdablnﬂton North Car oiuia

o .'ZI wish vou could see our camp of shelier tents. They are made

7 lin three pleces about 5 feet square, of stout drilling, one of . -
-7 which each man carvies rolled up with [his] woolen blanketin .
-+ his rubber one. Two of them are buttoned logether and raised
- upon two poles 4 @1 Jong for the main body of the tent; the
. third butions behind like a sort of hood, The poles are secured |
by two cords which accompany the tents. Thus you havea
" tent which accommodates three broihe:s whc must htudlly be L

- _'_-.111~dims when thw are dii W uhm 1

} I—lcrc, Coz‘porai 'Storz'()_w.' pravicie.d arudimentary -
Cdescription of tent poles used 1o raise the. tente d'4briy or the ~ .
- shelter tent of the Civil War period. Storrow’s. description is -
- somewhat vague; could he not be referring io the sbundance .
C-lof forked sticks seen din today's re-enacting “encampments?”
- Certainly, there are. dozens.of soldier accounts and period . .

o hmages that support the use QF iocali\« iound fﬁakcd :.n(.i\s W
erect ORne's fent, : : S
S However, the Swrmw account does not mention the use . .-
o of g ridgepole, or shmilar device, which normally s placed in -
- the forks to provide shape and strength to the ridge of thetent.
S Storrow relied on the "two cords” 1o secure the poles. This
Cosuggests some sont of pole other than the ubiquitous forked
- ostick. Ts there authoritative -evidence that REAL tent poles -
- specifically designed and. dca:urzated for the 511:1,{:: tentwere

Coa i\emiablt‘?

St According o research iu\d IJH)\HGLG by~ Ma Stephen
oQsman, al Jeast two Federal government purchases of shelter
-._-'.'..':iul[ poles oecurred during the Csv;i War. bom were Hom
"'ZZ'_-_'-_i‘rm.s }ocatcd dt Csncmsm{s Ohxo 125 s

2 ._"i’? Oct. 1863: 20,000 poles purchased @ .95 from Frede mk
- Grier & Sous, Cincinnati, for the Cincinnati D*:p& ' )

5 June 1864: 140,000 poles purchased (@ 73 from. } &

ol _'Gliu Clacmaati, for the St. Lows Depot,

During the fiscal period beginning }uiy 1, 1864, the St

- Louis Arsenal posted the June 15 purchase in its inventory as
- “Tent poles, Shelter, sets.” at a total cost of $10,500.00. The -
-cost of $0.95 and $0.75 respectively, per-set of shelter tent
.. poles indicates that the poles were made of an inexpensive -
.- -material like wood, and were quite likely unfinished. 13] '
- Of alf the major and minor arsenals and depots, only the | .
St Louis Arsenal was recorded as. procuring this piece of =
. equipage in the Official Records! The records on Federal ™.~
-~ Arsenal availability of this item prior to this period are thus far -~ .
-~ confined to the Cincinnati Depot purchase in Ociober 1863, .

o ‘The inventories of purchases for the Tiscal year starting July 1,

“Rmseﬁ Upon Twe P@Eeﬁ”
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1864, do not menption shelter tent poles for the Cincinnati

'.'Depoi. This does not necessarily indicate that the poles had
- ‘been issued. Rather, it is more likely that this depot did not =~
C v make further purchases of the item in the fiscal period being
. considered. A second, larger purchase made by the St Louis -
“ Arsenal suggests (but does not prove) that contracts were let -
~-.and purchases made in response 10-some sort.of demand for. - - '
" shelter tent poles. TR
Interestingly enough, there is evidence of the availability ~. .- "
—gnd use of shelter tent poles from state sources. A document ' RS
-found by Mr. Mike Thosson in the Wisconsin State Historfcal =~
- Scciety stated that the limited procurement of shelter tent . _
o poles by the State of Wisconsin was a reality. A letter dated
JCetpber 24, 1861, from State Assistant Quartenmaster General 777
A, Van Slyke to Colonel John C. Swrkweather, First ... ...
CWisconsin Regiment (then anampud at C.a_mp__ Seort,
"‘\411\*«&111\&) stated in past; : PR

1 send... for vour Regt. 6 new style of "a petite” picket tent, .
awelghing only 9 Ibs. alf complete & packs so that 3 men going .~ 7
Coooff on picket dury can each take 1/3 of it [Ploles, pins, and 7
. cord all complete... the poles going together by fa} fish pole -
-socket & the end pieces buttoning on wh;n I“f.«qtliicd Lct us
'Know haow you like 11 : : '

A_Eso enclosed with the documen! is a skeich of the “la

petite picket tent." It clearly shows the lent staked down at .- .
*_four corers; two stakes (or "pins” in period parlance 4]} used .-
1o secure the two cords. Each cord is tied to the tent ata hole -~ -
" near the insertion hole {or the tent poles, one of which isseen. -~
" The cords, when staked .down, allowed the tent to be. set up L
... -without a ridgepole. R

This early description of the tent pole: a two-piece item,

. which flted together with the use of a "fish pole socket” (of © - -

- presumably tisned iron), is both interesting and compelling. .

. Here 15 a -clear description of a state quastermaster official
 indicating that three pieces of the shelter teny, plus poles and R
- pins, were issued together as a set -~ the third plece buttoning . - .+

. on as an end piece "when required.” Clearly, the fent was
- designed and constructed to be set up with a set of poles,
....-which were provided. This description dovetails nicely with -~

. Corporal Storrow's recollection, and the ‘writings of other . .
- veterans like David Thompson, Co. G, Niath New York R

- Volunteers, albeit without the mention of tent poles. |5] '

One additional piece of evidence is worth examining.

.- Many thousands of shelter halves were manufactured before
the Quartermaster Genera¥s Department published General -
- Orders No. 60 on December 12, 1804 (corrected February 1, 7
1865}, These codified specifications for shelter tents, which
-included a specification for "pole.and rope holes” which “must .-
. be placed so as to correspond when the half tents are put L
. together." Clearly these features would not be mentioned if . "
they were not expeeted to fulfill some function. The "pole and




'_"rope holes” were, in fact an integral part of the sheler tept -
Cdncluded as s featwre in shelter halves long before the
" eodifying regulations were enacted and specifically intended

to accommaodate a tent pole and cord, Mr. Patrick McDermolt,

' in his A Survey of Civil War Shelter Halves,” siudied
- several surviving war time shelter halves and chﬁed {htse___ o

. '-_assu‘uml% (61
- We know from the. fcmts pnauxtud here that;

U1y Civil War era slm.i_i__c;‘.__t_en_is.wers::. specifically manufactured . -

1o accept tent poles,

- poles from at least one state seurces as early as ate October,

1881, Shelter tent. poles. were: possibly in use in the field in '

'-'_'Spring, 1863.
3) The went pole was made of wood, in lwo pieces, that filled

- together with a “fish pole socket” probably of tinned jron, and.

was perhaps four feet in heightl when assemble

-4} The-Cincingati Depot purchase 20,000 sets of shelter tont
“poles i mid-October, 1863 and the 81 Louls Arsenal
purchased 140,000 sets of ‘shelter tent poles in imid-lune,

1864, The St. Louis Arsenal purchase was on-hand in the

o ] __g.oy.c_rmne_n_t__f_is.;:_ai periad starting July 1, 1864,

(@397, Re-itled and edited €198, By pemission of Phatans Siadios, lne) -

‘Mr. McDermott indicated in his article that perhaps few
guartermasters reguisitioned the sheller tent poles, and fewer
) soldiers drew them. This makes sense, given the abundance of -
.. available wood to make one’s own tent poles.and the fact that .

- shelter tents were only occaslonally carried on active summer- E
campaigns, Why carry something you won't use?

While we search for compelling records of issue and use of

- shelter tent poles in the fieid, we do have a growing body of .~

- evidence that sugpests the availability and use of shelier tent
- poles from at least autumn of 1861, and certainly availability "
: S cinthe West from Jate- 1863 through the end of the war.. -

"2} Shelter tents were both available and issued with pins and - e P SAEEREEEE

T Motes:

T HT Bell L Wiley and Hirst D Milholten, They Who Faught Here, p. 54,
12} East Costes and Fred Gaede, "US Anmy (u‘mcrma_stu Commcta }861-_ o
C1B63," {unpublished manuscript). '

13 Official Records, Series 1, Vol 5, p. 273, o
{4} We are searching For weni pin specifications and an original sample.
" Becondary evidence mdicates that they resemble IW and WW1 wooden pins,
181 Battles and Leaders of the Chvil W, Yol. 2, p. 556, ) "
H6} Patrick MeDermot, *A Survey of Civil Wor Sheber Halves,” The -
Company Wag, {Thomas® Mudsills, Ine), Vol 1, No. 2, espaginated. The

dates of the codifying specifications are important. These specifications were

Cissued oo Tawe in the war o bave any meaningful effect on production of this - .
- Hem of equipage, except 1o spectly weight of materia :

butions, ¢le.




