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Hark! for through the twilight stillness 
Comes the cannon's sullen roar, 

Rousing many a gallant hero 
With its thund'ring voice of war 

Quick to arms! the word came passing 
Rapidly along the line; 

Forward, forward! foe's are comina, 
We, too, must be there in time: 

Hurrying onward, soon our columns 
Reach'd the densly studded wood, 
Where, drawn up in line of battle, 
Lincoln's band of hirelings stood 

Charge them! cried our noble leader, 
And we rush'd against them there, 

Scatt'ring them like leaves of autumn, 
Through the swamps and ev'rywhere. 
Musketry now crash'd and echoed 

Through the dim aisles of wood, 
And were the fiercest rag'd the conflict, 

There was seen the gallant Hood 
But their last ranks now are flying, 
Dead and dying strew the ground; 
Wailing cries go up to Heaven, 

From the mangled suff'rers round. 

Again night's mantle dark enshrouded 
Earth within her gloomy fold, 

And the stars again beam'd brightly 
On dead faces, pale and cold. 

Many a proud and youthful bosom, 
That once glow'd with patriot fire; 

Now lay dead, their faces gleaming, 
Through the dusky twilight air. 

Hurrah! hurrah! the lone star banner 
Waves, though in the night's dark shade; 

Hurrah! for HOOD, our gallant leader, 
And the Texas Light Brigade. 

Co. E, 4th Texas Reg't near Richmond, 1862 

Transcribed and annotated by Mr. Jaeger 

NOTES: 
[I] This poem was originally published in the Richmond Semi-weekly 
Enquirer, 27 May 1 862. 
[2] West Point was an alternate name for the Battle of Eltham's Landing, 
Virginia (7 May 1862), which took place during G.B. McClellan's 
Peninsula Campaign. J.B. Hood's Texas Brigade, assigned as Joseph E. 
Johnston's rear guard (with the Fourth Texas as the rearmost 
regiment), singularly distinguished itself by stymieing a Federal 
amphibious force, under Union General W. B. Franklin, that had been 
sent by McClellan to intercept Johnston's supply and artillery trains then 
withdrawing toward Richmond. In a tough, two-hour skirmish Hood's 
aggressive Texans gave better than they got, suffering forty-eight 
casualties while inflicting nearly two hundred on their Federal 
opponents. 
131 According to his service record, Private Charles S. Worsham 
enlisted 14 ~uqus t  1861 in Company L (Lone Star Rifles), First Texas 

lnfantry apparently along with two other relatives (Edward L. and 
James N. Worsham). He subsequently transferred to Company E (Lone 
Star Guards), Fourth Texas lnfantry on 19 November 1861 and was 
promoted to Third Corporal on 15 May 1862. Worsham was wounded 
("shell shocked) at Gaines Mill on 27 June 1862 and moved up to 
Second Corporal in December 1862. However on 24 June 1863, just 
prior to the Battle of Gettysburg, C.S. Worsham was reported absent 
without leave and subsequently "presumed deserted." See service 
record of Charles S. Worsham [www.texas-brigade.com] 

FROM THE CLERK'S DESK 

How Long Did Equipment Last? 

How long would our equipment last in the field, you may 
ask? I do not know how representative the data. I will present 
the information I have and let you draw your own conclusions. 

The source of my information is the records of all the 
equipage and ordnance issued to Company I of the One 
Hundred-fiftieth New York State Volunteer lnfantry issued from 
30 June 1863 through 31 May 31 1865, obtained from the 
Dutchess County Historical Society. The One Hundred-fiftieth 
was mustered into service on 10 and 11 October 1862. The 
regiment left the state 11 1862. It served in the Eighth Army 
Corps at Baltimore, Maryland until 2 July 1863 when it joined 
the Second Brigade, First Division of the Twelfth Army Corps 
and finally the Second Brigade, First Division of the Twentieth 
Army Corps in April 1864. 

The One Hundred-fiftieth was stationed in Baltimore from 
October 1862 to the end of June 1863. The following 
calculations do not reflect that part of their service, only the 
time they were in the field. Their service found them in the 
following campaigns: Gettysburg, Atlanta, Shaman's March 
to the Sea and the campaign in the Carolina's. During that 
time, Company I was issued some equipment every month 
from June 1863 to January 1865, and then there is no record 
of them receiving anything until the end of April 1865 and finally 
on 31 May 31 1865.1 used company strength of fifty-six men 
in the calculations. This was derived from the following: 

On 30 June 1863 the company was issued fifty-five knives, 
forks, spoons, cups, and plates. The condition when delivered 
was described as worn. 

In Lieutenant David B. Sleight's ledger, he lists fifty-seven 
men in Company 1. 

In 1864, the Company I Inspection Reports for 1 and 8 March 
plus 8 and 15 April list fifty-six, fifty-six, fifty-three and fifty-two 
men present respectively. 

So, for example, in the twenty-three month span between 
June 1863 and May 1865, the regiment was issued 21 2 pairs 
of drawers. From that, I calculate each man used 3.8 pair of 
drawers in the twenty-three months, which suggests that 
drawers lasted an average of six months. Table A contains 
estimations of equipment lifespan for most items issued to a 
typical Federal infantry soldier. 

Mike Peets 
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TABLE A Summary of Equipment issued to the One Hundred-fiftieth New York Infantry. 

Type of Equipment 

Rifle 

Scabbards 
Cap Pouch 
Cartridge Box 
Cartridge Box Plate 

Cartridge Box Belt 
Cartridge Box Belt 
Plate 
Gun Sling 
Waist Belt 
Waist Belt Plate 
Bayonet Frog 
Tompion 
Forage Caps 

Blouses / 
Flannel Sack Coat 
Trousers, Infantry / 
Trousers, Cavalry 
Shirts / Knit Shirts / 
Flannel Shirts 

Drawers 
Bootees / Shoes / 
Boots / Boots, Cavalry 

Stocking 
Great Coats 
Blankets 
Rubber Blankets / 
Rubber Poncho's / 
Painted Blankets 
Knapsacks 

Haversacks 
Canteens 
Shelter Tents 
Red Stars 
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How long it 
lasted in the 

field 
8 1/2 months 

8 1/2 months 
8 '/2 months 
8 YZ months 
7 1/2 months 

8 months 
6 1/2 months 

7 1/2 months 
8 Y 2  months 
8 1/2 months 

14 1/2 months 

I1 months 

6 months 

4 months 

6 months 

3 Yi months 

3 months 

9 YZ months 

9 months 

8 months 
7 1/2 months 
7 1/2 months 
10 months 

Comments 

Seventy-five percent of those issued were Enfield's and twenty-five percent 
were Springfield's. Forty-nine Enfield's were issued on 30 June 1863 in 
Frederick, Maryland. 

lssued in June, August, December 1863; January, February, July, 
September, October, December 1864; and January and April 1865. 

Issued in June, August 1863; January, February, July, September, October, 
December 1864; and January and April 1865. 

Only one ever issued 
Only fifteen ever issued 
Issued in August, October, November, December 1863; February, April, 
September, November 1864; and January, April, May 1865. 

All were infantry trousers until 25 July 1864. Of the sixteen pair of cavalry 
trousers, eleven were issued on 25 January 1865 
Thirty-eight flannel shirts were issued between 31 July 1863 and 30 
September 1863, and forty more were issued on 25 January 1865. Twenty- 
four knit shirts were issued on 31 October 1863, and then thirty more on 25 
April 1865 and twenty-four on 31 May 1865. 

I am assuming shoes and booties are used interchangeably. One pair of 
boots shows up on 30 November 1863 and twenty-six on31 December 1863. 
Twelve pair of cavalry boots was listed on 29 February 1864 and twelve 
more with the description "Sewed were listed on 25 January 1865. The ratio 
of boots to booties was eighteen percent boots to eighty-two percent 
bootees 

Forty-one were issued. That leaves fifteen soldiers without them. 
Fifty-seven were issued. 
There was a 50150 split between blankets versus poncho's. Thirteen 
"Painted Blankets" were issued on 19 August 1864. 

Issued in June, August, December 1863; January, February, September, 
November, December 1864; and January, April, May 1865. 

These were first issued 30 September 1863 and continued to be issued 
through 25 January 25 1865. 


