" portrayal of soldiers on campaign approaches the “Vigilant Soldier”

- philosophy, ks pmaented here with numerous Ldnom nﬂmx}\a as. R

- he "Soldier” 1s.still 1n development.]

“Bring for your men shelier-tenis...
wo-baggage.” Major General John MeClernand, Thi
~-Corps, Aprit 21, 1804 {Red River Campaign).

4 cansidering..

* fellows: 1o That all.exva clothing, except o change of underclothing,

be stored. 2. Ther five days’ retions of bread and small-swres be-
Cplaced in the knapsack. 3. Three davs’ cooked rations in the - . -
- heaversack, and five days’ fresh beef upon the hoof 4. Bve mules -
per regiment 1o carry camp-keriles, rice, beans, &c. Each soldier
“owill carry—Haversack 5% ihs., Knapsack 6 ibs., Blanket 5% 1bs.,

C Clothing 2 1bs., Total, 19 16s, Making 13V pounds in the knapsacks,

L Dbeing 24 pounds less than the welght usually carried by soldiers

“in this arny in their knapsacks.” Report of Board of Officers

 Convened per Army of the Poomac General OlC.CI'S No. 65, :\r‘IdiLh- T

: r’ 1863 (prior 1o the Cimncellorz,wlic: campaign),

‘-"J‘he troops carried through the cempaign only those things '
©mast necessary for thely consranr use,, A blanket should have been

Claken, buf no overcoat. Both weigh o man down oo heavily, and
CUONE ROF necessary in moderate weather”

_ The average reenactor qualifies as a "heavy camper”™, and one o __
of the sasiest, most satisfying and least-expensive ways W mprove
. vour impression is to lighten your load. Reenact with less, Whileds
':mcluies packing of eight days’ sations — maore than any reenactor -
“~would ever carry — it is inferesting to note that the recommendations. .
" of the Board of Officers in response 10 General Orders No. 65 (see .
_"_-zibove} was adopled by the Army of the Potomae for the -
. Chancetlorsvilie campaign. Reenactors should consider the fine .
- example set by the Federal soldiers of 1863 the next time they pack. -

“{heir gear for a twosday reenactment.

_ ‘The first reselution 1o make in ligltening vour reenacror’s foad -
-5 10 use no more than what you can comforably carry In a single -

- trip, and never bring your car info an encampment site, Ithe Army

~of the Potomae could go eipht days without issuing rations from .
“wagon traing, then surely a heanty and hale living historian can
©survive s wo-day reenaciment without having 1o use a motor vehicle

for anyithing other-than transporiation to the event’s participant

. parking lot, Once you arrive at the parking lot, don your waps and =~

- kaapsack, shoulder your musket and march into camp. Not only
o will you be more accurate, bui you wil also avold the hazards and _

- waffic problems associated with bringing your vehicle o and out.

" of a campsite. ' ' '

N The second (and final} resolution is 1o pack so that your

- knapsack and haversack contain only the essentials, and only items

“that & soldier of 1861-1865 would have had on campaign. Remembet,

o your pack should be Hght enough for you 1o comfortably weay it into

- 1Editors’ pote: Kevin O'Beirne's methodology for improving the -
and drop all excess of .
e mm}_ L

Jhe fact that ihree days’ {rations] has heretofore. |
L been the maximum amount fearvied), the board recommends as

. Brigadier General Rufus -
. Ingalls, Chied Quartermasier, Aany of the Potomag, May 28,1863,

| EE%?: V ECEL»XNT S@LDE R: HOW TO. USE WHAT YOU. C;’&RRY

Kn&psaak aﬂd Havers&ck Packing m

- each battle scenario during a weekend-long event. If the pack istoo - 7
“heavy to wear 1o all the batdes, then start lightening the load by -
—casting off the non-essentials.

Below is u packing checklist that Fuse in i)’Lp:l.di on Ios }mfaa L

- -hfstow \Lili‘: & our. 'c%scnud; may vary. - o

Knapsack {1)

-One Blanker One zood five pound, 100 percent wool blanket is all

7 any reenactor needs, even in cold weather. Make sure the blanket is
. good-sized; my blanker is fifiy-seven inches by eighty inches and
was ebtained from the Wisconsin Veterans Museurm Store. [1DOG-
- Bince the Auggie Wiesseri” blanke! is no longer
“sugpeest the “Abraham Thomas” Federal issue blanket from

- produced, we

Quartermaster Woolens, 1t is a fine plece of worky, AR See the

~ Abraham Thomas US issue dlanker review on page 12, We also

- understand {and have seen the original) (hat the Wisconsin Veterans .
. Museuin Store is going 1o be selling a Confedesate blanket. Agof -

- this 1$sue we have no furiker information on . ] o

" One Gum Blankes: Essential for use as a ground cloth, raincoat, or
- shelter. Excellent, large {{orty-six inch by seventy inch) gum biankets
~-with properly-sized grommets can be obtained from C&D Jamagin, -
. {DOG: Often soldiers were offered an opt ion: rubber bimket or )
- shelter half?]
o One Shelter Tent Half: Decent shelier halves can be obtained vendors
" such as Haversack Depot, Artifakes, Heywood and & selected, few

—opthers [25. A proper shelier baif should weigh ondy 1.5 pounds,
- compared to an actual weight of 4.0 pounds for 8 Pamher Lodge -
- shelter half or similar type constructed from heavier than specified -~
_--canvas. A shelier half is essential for protection from the elemenis.
 Individual soldiers should nor carry full tents (be. two shelier halves).
 Evidence that triangular end-pieces for dog tents were evey gvailable
- 40 the gverag
- were not as essential as we think. Based letters, diagies and QM
" reports neither were they present on campaign as often as reenaciors
- might prefer] ' R '
A Journal Book and Pencils: A non-essential personal ttem which
_comes in handy for a soldier on campaign (o record his thoughts,
- write letters home, use as o fire-slarter, or {0 use as “puper?
. emergency”. o o
“Extra Puir(s) of Woul [or contonj Socks: Perbaps the real soldiers
O did not always have extra socks, but it is recommended

- reenactors carty a second palr for wanmnih at night and for health-

o Billy Yank is exceedingly scant. {DOG; Sheler ients

purposes, Further, one extra pair of socks is o

smald, light addifion

2 clean and dry shint on

Satwrday evening is quite refreshing, and it's very authentic to wash

tea
that all = ..

- to your pack. (DOG: Uisually soddiers were initially issued two pairs
. ..of socks, iwo pairs of drawers and if & US soldier, two government-
. patiern 1§>SLE6 shirs, Having lhesL extras depends on the timeand.
. place.] o
- Extra Drawers: A non-¢ssential fem that was not available 1o most
soldiers on campaign. [DOG: Drawers were issued and an extra
pair doesn’t weight much. The issue we see Is trying to germost.. o
~reenactors to wear period drawers in the first place!] '
Extra Shirs: Completely non-essentiad in the warmer months, an
..exira shirt is 4 necessity for colder-weather reenacting. |DOG: Qur
-experience is that even in the summer-a



“the other one and have it drying for use the next day, . .this goes for

-stockings 100, Alas, the poor soldier on campaign probably enly © - .

“had one shirt]

A Vese: Non-essential, and used maialy for colder-weather reenacting. L

CThe tdes that every soldierin the field had a vest Is a “reenacior L

oyt so take your choice onwhethar you want 1o Carry Oue. "
- A Gregteoar: Leave the grealeoat home in warm westher {soldiers

" placed them in storage from late spring until avtumn), However,a .- -
- Federal-issue overcoat for reenacting in the colder months isoneof

- the most useful items in the Mving historian’s kit R serves as both a

~ gover your face and head for warmth.

Smeedl Towel{x): Notof the modern day terryeloth variety...a period-
ccorrect towel, such as Huckabuek™ towels sold at Wal-Mary, or the
-excellent NPS reproductions, is useful in washing up your person

- andfor your gear. Carry a bav of Iye soap (or, better yet, partof abar)

-with the towel. [DOG: Scap was issued along with candles, but not

always while on the ou campaign. Don't forget the weight of the .

" soap in your calewations]

approach is accurate and takes up the Jeast spavce in your knapsack.

Roll of Twine {String): About twenty to thirty fzet of twine orhemp. -
1§ the campaigner’s essential companton for dgging up sheler Make -
sure the rwine has no moders fibers. [DOG: That much twine, or -
cording, might be for a whole company. A few feet of it for tyinga

blanke: role, securing 4 rubber blanket, or replacing a shoe lace. .

ought io be enough.]

Extra Food: Food for a two- or three-day reenuctment should firin - 7
the haversack bui, in the event you pack heavy, or sre bringing more -

than three days of food, put the extra into the knapsuck.

Haversack Arvicles: Minimize your haversack iems, and Lo increase, -
room i the haversack {which by primarily for rations), place some

{ your articles into the ktsapsack. Articles a soldier might well have
arried include atdnrype of his family, a bible, shaving gear, sewing

kit » few picces of dry kindling, pipe and tobacco, and other personal ~ 7
iterns, Evaluate all vour items and determine if they are “essential” - -

for a soldier on campeign, Chances are, after some soul-searching,

you will decide that most of tess — especially “necessary” flasks '
— are useless irash thal take up important room in vour pack. {DOG:

Extra Ammunition: Pack ammunition cotrectly in paper packages -
of ten rounds phus one paper fube with twelve percussion cups, This -

~haversaek is essential, .
T e A period-correct thi can with a wire bail attached is excellent . o
L - for use as a coffee boiler and as supplemental mess {urnilure, B
L Candle: One beeswax candle i vseful. A candle holder is not -
- required; just wen a tin cup upside down, o
- Matches and Matchsafe: Itis o good idea for each reenactorto cary
C 7 one box of maiches in a matchsale (Le. g stnall box that protecis the

" Ubox of matches from being crushed), Matches can alse be camrted in o
-4 jucket pockel. Reproduction matchsafes are generaily not very
- porrect but, with some careful shopping at an mntigue store orrelic -
" coal and » blanket, and at night the cape can be used o completely ~ - '

vendor, one can find a fairly inexpensive period matchsafe,

' Handkerchiefs: Carry one or two period-correct handkerchiefs (not -
" -the modern blue or red bandannas sold by the "sutlers™.

" Hygiene tems: The writer carries a mnustin poke bag withawooden -

- ioothbrush, comb, and two small glass vials with corks (one vial * -

© comaing baking soda for tooth powder, and the other is for sunscreen),
... As personal preference, the wriler carries these in the haversack
- instead of the knapsack, in & location where pork grease wili not
- coptaminate the toothbrush, [DOG: Tooihpowder containers were
- zenemly made of wood or porcelain. Why not take a cug from patent
" toiler and writing kits of the period, and roll up one’s modest oilet
. articles in cne of the towels or handkerchiefs, te it with a plece of -
* cord or shoe lace? By putling this. m the kanapsack the nasty salt - 3
-_.IJOLL could be avolded.]

During the preparation of this article, the writer packed his

. knapsack and haversack as reconunended above and then weighed

each, The haversack comained we day’s rations of salt poik,

- hardiack, and coffee (total weight of rations per Anmy Regulations:
37 pounds), along with g fow bhaversuck iems and mess gear, -
including s tin dipper attaclied W the outside of the haversack. The |
. total weight of the haversack was 5.7 pounds The knapsack was
-, - packed with 2 blanket, gusm blanket, authentic shelter half, grearcoat,
L towel, socks, extra drawers, Torty blank cariridges, journal book and

.. pencils , and a few miscellaneous articles. The weight of the full
. oapsack was 17,5 pounds; when the greatceatl was removed, the

~welght of the knapsack was 14.0 pounds., [BOG: Forty ball rounds

plus tins weigh four pounds. The greatcoat should not be included

- when comparing it to total weighti for late-Apiil 10 early-September
- campaigaing. The soldiers on campaign-during this period in 1863
—would ot have had space for some of the articles
{he space was occupied by extra rations.]

sred here becatise

How.dc_es-ihe.rccammenced reena*“or’s packin«'" iist ‘;tc.ck up o

1gthe Cbam,cilc:rsw zL», campmn orthe Wcig htofthe have;m,k

_ and knapsack themselves. {For coplons quartenmasiers’ reporis on
- how the Board of Officers’ récomunendations fared on campaign, -
L see the War of the Rebellion: Offtcial Records of the Union and
- Confederate Armies, Yolume 25, Part 2, pages 544-559). [3) The
- ‘Bowrd’s recommended load includes about:7.9-pounds of food not




pounds. The reenactor’s journal book, forty blank carwidges,
" and other nick-knacks more than sccount for the difference of 0.4
“pounds, Therefore, it can be concluded thar e packing st
_“recommended in this article s fairly authentic, Further, T assert, based
* on persopal experience, that it is sufficient for protection from the

- elements and includes encugh food for a two-day reenactment. Note

- that the Jist does not inciude a whiskey flask, lantern, ammunition
“box, temt poles, camp stools, muhiple biankets, canned food, ratlyoad

" spikes for ient stakes, or other useless tems that do nothing butadd . . o
- bulk and weight 1o your campaign kit and detract from your
- authenticity, Try reenacting with the packing list included in this

- article, and you'll be surprised at how easy it is how comforiable
Ceyou'll be, and how authentic you'll feel. [DOG: The next logical
" stepis o make your packing completely accurate by closaly observing

the 1ype and amount. of Hems. 101 ,S;J(.Cff{. ca.mpa.tvn lmpression T
e ' [31 Qfficial Records of the War of the Rebellion, Series ! Burnside's Order:
Vol XXIH (Book Na.35); Chancellorsville: Vol XXV, Parts | & 2 (Book No 39
- &40y Ingadls’ fiscal yeur report; Vol ‘C{l};, P‘Liiﬂﬁﬂulx No. 48} and \oi
T UHXXN, Pat } {Book No. 673 h

__':at.un.:umbj

NOTES:

T The topic of what an infantry man shoudd camy 25 determined by US Army officers
_. i 1863 55 adso being explored in a three-part sevies in The Long Roll, the newslenier -
- of the Army of the Pacific. The first {we pants have been published. Reprints may RS
*"be avatlable at « sal} charge from Dom Dl Belio a PO Box 1863, Goiu.z ca

- 93116, especiatly if vou ask politely, o

e {11 Restyear the DOG would ithe so do areview of knapsacks s

Iiar 1 oar
bootee series. We ereourage suppliers to submii, mm'}lns ;.de zolu.‘l fieldt repurls h

) on those on the market from oug readers. N
- {2] The DOG’s favorite shelter tent sousces:

The Haversack I)Lpot(Phthav..ndL'rilJ o
POBQ\ 1!1“6 Now Braunfels, TX 78131 and {810) {3'?0 o

L Artifakes (Don Redemacher) o
'. 1605 W Pcali S1., Stevens Point, WI 54481 and (715) 341-3893. )

C Heywood Shelters (Dan Cheatumy) T
' 656 Bakersfield Rd., Corbondale, 1t 62901 and (618) 520-3038 - "

The Avsenal (Eric Hector} [see product review below]
PO Box 5103, W, Lebanop, NH 03784 and (603) 4459854

. Kevin ©"Beirne has been 1 living historian since 1993 and is the author of several
B magazine ariicies on Civil War history aud reenacting “iow-tos”, He i5 & meber }
x of the Irish Volunteers, Baucd:on :md isa Li\';b"em It omm.nmi ermmwr m \\cs'm:_ e
- New ‘ﬂ)rh qhh(: :




