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I 1 the 1860s all men wore hats — $or avery oseasion and ~
“gocipstion, every event and celebration, Akbough the hat was
- ihe accessory most visible, in the case of men's hats, i is the
accessory least collected. To solve the guery of what men

" wore in the 1860s or any other pre-20% century era, one must

~~ g6 beyond the physical evidense and look at the photographs,

study the manufseture, veview ilastrated papers and fisten to
the stories told by the hat makers themselves. For itz the

erogereferanging-ofeluenthat feads to clarification.
The most: :eilmg someE i the hats themselves, But sadly,

{ the more thaw fwe thousand hats 1 have found in
sumy of logal history societies across the United

“uospeeiic wu’friiﬁg or official function on a spesific date.

- Beeguse- dating is such 2 pr oaim;, we nus-.tl_m to. pther -

 BDUrCes.

" Photographic evidencs Hlusteates the breadth of variety In -
Coommen's habostyles. When you ook at e slightly blumed 7
- phetograph of Lincoln st Qettysbwrg, or the crowd at
L Lineoln’s second inauguration {1}, you can see what were the -
Cpopular styles for men of ol rank, rangiog from sitk top hats to
" oddly mashed felis. The most formal dignitaries, including

" Lincoln, wore the top hat, seven inches tall, constructed fom

osilk plush. The geneal public wore either soffer fehis '_ .
.. reminiscent of broad-brimmmed western styles, round crowned
. -felis soon to evolve nto the stiff everyday middle-class bowler

o or derby 23, ora style often forgotten because of its rarity in

- - museum collections the short-erowned top hat (a style made R

.. famons in Clint Eastwood’s westgrns). 13 The crown is almost

- half the height of the top hat, In the four to five Inch rangs; the ' '_ .
. brims are thres Yo four hwhes wide and vary from flat to
" slightly curved, Some appear darker in the photograph, while

.. gthers appear to be lighter shades of gray and beige, These

- two photographs provide reimi;!tw fia)wmvrmtmn of the variery |
i 1860 fashion. _ : e
Fashion illustrations  ace another -va-mbie TESOUFCE - .

. because of the nfluence as guides w a society siriving for

. “sartorial scceptance. The United States followed Europe’s lead

- - in mafters of fashion; England dictated what was accepiable

- for a gentleman’s wardrobe. fHustration | is a perfect exareple
o of what was poblished for the fashionable buying public. This

- “spring fashion” page is from the 1854 Codey's lady’s .
.. Magazine (hat periodicaly inchaded men’s wear. Mustration 2

" .- is from the September 1860 Jownad des Marcands Taillewrs.
- Just as today’s fashion magawines point the style conseious in

ome divection or another, these journals promoted the

" haphezard swings of fickle fashion. In order fo Interpret whal
. peeple actually wore, one mwuel compare artifscis and
. photographs on the ene hand with ittesteations en the other —

“velatively few remain before the Victorian era because, unlike - -

“ladies” chapecu's that might be treasured for their beauty and -

- finery, men’s hats were ofien worn out, given to servants, or
- giscarded. What we heve left as indicators s limited to the - -

o more formal, upper-class tep hat, middle olass desby, a few
IR _'St:mws g few for and clofl eaps and those styles worn by .-
' ".._“wéﬁ'iDIl&» group such g¢ Awnish, Shakers or Mennonites. Only -

ngland, Taly asd Frence have had a dated
eral ofhers were koown to have been worm et - L

Caba laneing act bebween promaf:on and adoption. .
o The top hat #s pictured in the fashion magazines was.
- standard for the dignified gentizraan o the 1860s. As these
" tustrations show, the height of the hat is approximately seven -
..., inches, {{Hustration 2) the sides taper in slightly and the brim
" curls up at the sides and slopes down in front and back. The
. 1850s fashion preferred the eight-inch hat with swaighter -~ .
- sides, calied a stovepipe, to the lower and more curved fine of
.. the 1860s. Crowns rose again in the 1870s-and lowered in the.-..;

. 1890s. Crown heights were as ﬁckla as.the- lengih
-7 sKirts.

The majority of top hats manufachured afler 1840 were

" made from a woven silk fabric called silk phush. This was cut

and sewn to fit over 2 stiffened calico or cardboard base.

" These were still called “beavers™ zfter their predecessors, a fur- S
- felt hat comtalning a varying amount of the most costly .
Beaver could be mived with hare, rabbit or any number of
T durs, or even felted bie the surface of & wonl or .cswtl oy, o
. Hedh the surface shepn and
fop and sides ientify the hat as sitk phosh and not
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Fromn fashion sources, we can assume that 4 core of bazic.
. styles and materials was popolar in the (18605, Bow the
ooostyles differed from thelr predecessors or thelr followers, -
- derived not only from the menufactores who controfled crown L
height, brim width, fsbric, color and fiber content, but alse. -
“from the manipulation of the wearer or his hatter. U
in the 1860c United Siates photographic evidence
. disputes English fashion iluswations that show the bowder as .
- the style of casual choice. Photographic evidence piciwre the -
" lower flat-topped hat and the soft felf as the popular choices.
o When the derby or-bowler did become popular, it was sdopted
L worldwide by the majority zs the fornial hat for the “upand .
- eoming” middie class, This was a hard felt hal, made from -
“woot or animal fur, stiffened with shellac, with oval reunded
crown and & cwled brim. The insugweation photograph
- indicates the prototype in many roundish . shaped ;w.ts with
- flaring brims, 14) L
© Before the stiffened derby stormed America, the soft felt
was the staple of the working and middle classes. Higher in
- erown and broader n brim, # could be worn by anyome. -
.. Originally called the Kossuth (afier Lajos Kossuth, leader of © .
- ihe Hungarian Independence movement, following his visitto -
... America and England in 1851) today we call it a fedora. The .
.. soft hat was more flexible than the &tiff topper. It created so 1
-~ rauch of & sensation that it was adopted by Civil War soldiars
- in both armies, assimilated with the Mexican sombrero into-
- the cowboy hat, and worn by a variety of hardy explorers, it -

.. was seen on Dr. Livingston in the Hlusirated Times of Januvary =~
-3, 1857, as part of his raveling costume {Ilustration 3), These .
.- hats were fabricated from steam-biocked wool or fur felt, only-. -~ -
.. slightly stiffened, thereby enabling each individual to band-
‘shape his own brim and crown into his own personal style.

1ap ild‘z .o
e between the oval crown top.



" From this Hexibility of material comes that variety of styling

“seen in pictorial representation — the same bysic hat made

- unigue by its owner.

Thel 860s gentleman, soldisr, Jaborer and slave all sported '

Czome variety of one of many of the
~deseribed, Straws were woven i shapes simifar to the felis,
- while cloth caps have always been worn as & copvenient,

'-mA}fpersm, head cove =mn These basic styles were present at” -
- the beginning of the 19% century and would last, with differing.

- heights, widths, curling and celorings, into {ha. 26" century.
" Some stytes overtook others as fashion and function dictated,

Ahetr iﬂdividi.aiity through choice, ilt and hand shaping.
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“The BOG says that even though the -exhibit Is over Ms.
‘Henderson®s book contains some wonderful information on
" hat terminoclogy, manufaciuring and . reiniling. Y bas an
" excelient bibliography. For those
" cowboy impressicns there is a chapier on the Stetson hat.
- Future Waiehdog srticles on men'’s
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' "¥"}'1"e"énfm‘gem%:m' of the photographi of President Lincoln 4t Getfysburg in the collections of the Library of Congress referred o in te .

- article (the complets image can also he found on page 263 of The Civil War by Geoffrey C. Ward among other sources). We note that -

many men are bareheaded.. had a prayer or benediction just been comipleted or a gesture of respect for the speaker?
orator?

| HLUSTRALED TheRL

- The enfargement from a photograph of President Lincoln’s.
second insuguration in the collections of the Library of . 7.
Congress referred to in the article (the complete image can -~
. also be found on page 361 of The Civil War by Geoffrey C. 7 _ _
... Ward among other sources). Note the bareheaded men around: - e T
.- the speaker's stand...perhaps & gesture of respect for the 7. Hiustration 3 — Dr. megsmny T




© Mens Hats of the 1860s — Part Two

In modern life the very thought of wearing a hat makes me

- uncomfortable. T don’t wear a hat when I play golf or mow the .

" lawn, and certainly won't wear one for more formal cccasions.

- “Bxcept for the ubiguitous bascball cap, men rarely wear hats. 1

won't wear a2 modern hat—period, but 1 will wear a period hat.

- .. For reasons unknown, my auliude changes dramatically whenl - s
-~ have the opportunily 1o dress in “our” period style. My hat

. collection serves as conclusive evidence that 1 have borderline
. obsessivefcompulsive behavioral traits when it comes to mid 19th
o eentury bats, Fo paraphrase a popular country wesiern song i
E - like ‘em, I fove ‘em, | want some more of ‘em,” Perhaps this is
" -why Mr. Christen, the esteemed publisher of this periodical, asked
-.ame Lo write an article on reproductions of men’s civilian hats. §

. have many 0{ them. Some of them are ooud dnd SOME.. Lwell,

Lot so good,

By way of explanation and apology, I must tel] you fam not

a hat expert. 1 am a novice researcher who gratefully uccepts

- information from others far more experienced than §and -

Cunashamedly uses i to make more informed purchases, Fmay
Cget o be w Bt expert some day, but Py pot there yeb, So, with

" that out of the way b would like tojell you about my .fiijs_;_i__ field o

" -trip to research the subject matter.

_ The objective was to compare reproduction huts made by .
“the Clearwater Hat Company {1} fo oripinal hats. In search of -

- originals, my wife Kathy and | visited the Valentine Museum1?j
- in Richmond, Virginia in mid July. We called about a week in

" advance to make sure they had the anifacts in which we were ~ '
. interested and to make an appointment. Sure enough, they had
- examples of period hats; however, all of them were top bats, The.
-~ -dearth of less formal hats seems 10 support the assertionina. .
“previous Watchdeg article {3) that many ‘less formal hats. met a U water. I wore an evaluation sample of one version of Clearwater’s ~7 7.
" slouch hat at the Grant vs. Lee reenactment and it came through - o
" adrenching rain with only a stight leak at the hatband. The shape -

. more inglorious end.

- Calleen Callahan, the museum’s Curator of Costumes and L
o Textiles, prected us. She esconed us 1o the third floor storage
- area and produced a ladder for our use. We resisted the temptation
o investigate the vast clothing collection all.around us and went

straight 1o the hat storage shelves. 'We found four hats, of or

—white gloves, measuring tape and camersa,

_ ‘Bob and Kay Burton, proprieiors oi Clearwater Hat - - . )
Companry, volunieered severnd types of eproduction hats for -
~evaluation. Although a tophst was not maong their submissions, -
Clowe used my Clearwater fur felt 1op hat as the fest subject. As L
~other original civilian. hats are found we plan 1o st;bnm fwpwe
: S NOTES (4-7 pertaie w the magix):
R 3 Roasting Ear Creek Rd., HC 73, Box 640, Newnawa, Arkansas 72080 and
co (BT 746-4324, (870 T40-4294 Tax and hupdhewwclearwateshuts.com o
T HMA E Clay St Richmond, VA 23219 and {804} 649-0711, (804} 643~
3510 fax and bupdiwwwovalentinermuseuntcom I
3] Debbie Headerson, “Men's Hats of the 1860s,” The Wﬁ({:hdog \zol 7 I\o _ RPN
1 Wintert99n
4] Chassified by the Valentine Museunt w5 2 stovepipe hat
- 15) We're ulmost sure this is ool the same company spussaring Toel fime with -
UTim vthe Tool Man™ Tavlar N )
T 6] Pwo inch hlack faitle bbon sewn onto underbyim extends Ve loch around - o
“the brim top

- gvaluation articles to the BOG.

. The data we have collecied is presented here withowt -
- interpretation. Such asmall sample size doss not invite conclusive

| interpretation. A comparison of the originals to Clewwater Ha
Company’s sample 10 what we found ar the Valentine would be

- like comparing oranges 1o tangerines. The bats at the Valenting -
- “elipped beaver” The Valemine did -

~were labeled “heaver”
" nod have a sitk or fur ik,it. hat. However, if they had I would have

*included this data i the mairix—not for comparison with the -

“fur ekt Clearwater hat, but merely because they would be

.examples of a period top hat. Only when this matrix grows large
.. enough with examples of period fur felt hats can we make a
- valid comparison, We did include examples of originals from
previous decades to compare and contrast with ¢
- with original hats of our period. Ny
. What, then, can we say about Clerwater's top hat? We found
' similar construction details to those hats in the Valentine
- collection and very nice touches in Clearwater’s reproduction. .
" Mr. Burton stated that the hat blocks for 98 per cent of their hais
-are priginals, some dating back to the 1840s. He further stated
- that it is very rare 10 find a top hat block so they have had to
- make some using the old design—a five-piece block. Clearwater - .
_hat designs are based on thorough observation of thousands of Lo .
- photographs, owning many penod hat Dlocks and onginals In
" their coliection, L
_ The dimensions of the varions features were similar to the
_features of the originals, The exception being the crown height,
- Clearwater’s sumple had the shonest crown height of the Toar
~originads being P 1o two inches shorter than the 1860s samples. -
They have recenily added a tall top hiat with a T2 inch grown, -
O Al other dimensions are similar to the onginal hats. ' ' B
‘learwater’s hats are high on my arbiteary comfort scale. -
CThe interior of the sample bat i fnished with a hand-sewn
- hatband of very soft leather that makes just wearing the hat a
- pleasure o nself. The sides are of a brown couon check sewn 1o
. cotton/linen tippet. The tippet is stamped with the name and
| -town of an actual hatmaker of the period (not necessarily with
- the hatmaker’s logo however). You can select from a vanety of -
: hatmakers if you have an affinity fora pariicular region.

" The exterior is of fur felt that does a superb job of repel_lmg

. -did suffer a bit, but following Clearwater’s advice to hang and. =~
. -dry it properly should resiore its shape. e

T you are 100ki: ng for a reproduction top hat made falthful -

~tothe shape, construction, and look of a period wop hat youcan AT

~ubout the period, and brought them down f{}l mmmrmimn wuh__ L 20 wrong with Liuuwaiu Hay. Cc;mpany S version, .

. (Seepage 19fora nmiiz : {i{)Laamenimc f;i}&li m{idsur{,mezlis L
-and observations.) : S :

F7F Black =itk sewn oo vnderbrim

-h other and - -

Joe and Kathy Scherer .



7 Mens Hats of the 18605

T{}E}Hc}t Matrix (coatinued from page 3)

Richmond, VYA

Roads Hat Co.

B Hat #1 Hat 72 Hat #3 Hat#4 Reproduction hat
| Gbject I 40,411 SINEEN 67.119.1 67.119.2
Hat Fype Top 14} Top Top Top Top
Date c. 1860 ¢, 1860 ¢ 1833 ¢, JB23 Modem
1 Maker & A Unidentificd o © | Binford 5] ~opdobm Dooley - Duniap & Co. Clearwater Hat Co.
Markings . | Noolk, VA 77| No 82 Main Sy, ) Richoond, Vao .- | Copyrighted Happion. - | Reproduction hut

maker's statrgy Cyres
BPouglas Beaver Haws
St Lo

Hat matlerial Clipped heaver Reaver i Reaver Beaver Fur Fel
Y Crows keight T 6% 7 64 aba
Straghl sides . Slight bell - B Sliglt bel Bek Tapering sides

Crown shape. -

Fiaovallop -

Fla ovaliop

Fhy oval top Screen
VENT O EOR center i
dimmeter

Tapering foot and back
Flat rouwnd wp

| Brim shagpe

Shehdy rofled gides

Rofled sides

Shighily rofled wides

Relled sides

Rolied sides

| Brim widih

21 2 24 2 w4
Brim edping L4 i/.16) by, ' 17 H

width

Brim edging

Crosgraio ribbos

Faille ribion

Crrosgrain ribbon

Girgserain ribbton

(iresgrain ribbon

Remarks

rib on each edge simikar
w0 wired ribbon of
today

rib o each edge and
one in the iddle simifar
10 wired. riblon of

toghay

3 reateriad
Haibam! width i i A 1% Y,
Fathand Grosgrain sibbon Cirosgraim ribbon. h Grosgrain ribbon 7 7] Woolcloth - black -~ | Grosgeain thbon, '
i teriat Ribhon bow Metal buckle Metad buckle Mo bow Ribbon bow
Sweatband width | 234 24 by Y, 2,
Sweathand | Leuther ... Puper Leather Eoaihier - Drown Leather - brown
material
Lining ... None Paper - Browst plaid Baper - bloe Sif - white While coton/tnen 1op
5] I I i !
’ Snudl brown check
colion skles
| Grosprain ibbon has o § Grosgrai yibbon bas a




